NEW   HUMANISM                                           J

One does not require a \er\ high degree of imaginative-
ness to realise that another world war will have the most
disastrous consequences, most probably amounting to a
complete breakdown of modern civilisation. The great-
est possible efforts must be icad^e to head off that threat-
ening catastrophe. The object can be attained only by
replacing antiquated political doctrines and theoretical
postulates about a Utopia which history has mercilessly
exploded. Neither the so-called western democracy nor
Russian Communism can head off another war, towards
which the world is drifting, as it were, by fate. None of
the rivals provides a sufficiently inspiring leadership,
capable of taking the contemporary world out of the
crisis. One has only a threadbare institutionalise to
offer as the panacea for all evils; the other* on the con-
urary, still holds out an ideal which, in the process of
realisation, has lost all the glamour of Utopia, and
appears to be repelling for all who fought to free the
world from totalitarian power and spiritual regiment-
ation.

The progressive world, which still pursues rhe ideals
of democratic freedom and economic equalitarianism,
and cherishes the human heritage of cultural values, is
torn between the two rivals for the leadership of the
post-war world. In the absence of a common code of
behaviour and standard of values, there can be no unity
of purpose, and therefore no co-operation. The result
is the present atmosphere of tormenting doubts, corrod-
ing suspicions, cynical efforts to stab each other in the
back, and the general instability and fear of an impend-